390                               APPENDIX.

royal cubit is longer by three fingers1 bieadth than the common
cubit)

" And here I may not omit to tell the use to which the mold
dug out of the gieat moat was turned, nor the manner wherein
the wall was wrought. As fast as they dug the moat the soil
which they got Irom the cutting was made into bricks, and when
a sufficient number were completed they baked the bricks in kilns
Then they set to building, and began with bricking the bordeis of
the moat, after -which they proceeded to construct the wall itself,
using throughout for then cement hot bitumen, and interposing
a layer of wattled reeds at every thirtieth course of the bricks
On the top, along the edges of the wall, they constiucted build-
ings of a single chambei facing one anothei, leaving between them
room for a four-horse chaiiot to turn In the circuit of the wall
are a hundred gates, all of biass, withbiazen lintels and side posts.
The bitumen used in the work was brought to Babylon fiom the
Is, a small stream which flows into the Euphrates at the point
where the city of the same name stands,1 eight days' journey from
Babylon. Lumps of bituman are found in great abundance in this
river.

" The city is divided into two portions by the river which runs
through the midst of it. This nver is the Euphrates, a broad,
deep, swift stream, -which rises in Armenia and empties itself into
the Erythraean Bcti. The city wall is brought down on both sides
to the edge of the stream, thence, from the corners of the wall,
there is carried along each bank of the liver a fence of burnt
bricks. The houses are mostly three and four stories high; the
streets all run in straight lines, not only those parallel to the river,
but also the cross streets, which lead down to the water side. At
the river end of these cross streets are low gates in the fence that
skirts the stream, which arc like the great gates in the outer wall,
of brass, and open on the water.

*' The outer wall is the main defense of the city. There is, how-
ever, a second inner2 wall, of less thickness than the first, but
very little inferior to it in strength. The center of each division
of the town was occupied by a fortress. In the one stood the pal-
ace of the kings, surrounded by a wall of great strength and size;
in the other was the sacred precinct of Jupiter Belus, a square in-

1 The modern Hit.   See above, vol. i, p 287

5 This IB the wall called Inigur-Bel by Nebuchadrezzar. See below and
comp, ubovc, p. 343.
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